
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friction        

Force       

Buoyancy        
Air 

resistance         

Mechanism        

Gravity        

Thrust      

Streamline         

A force that acts between two surfaces or 

objects that are moving across each other       

A push, pull or twist       

An upward force that a liquid applies to objects 

A type of friction caused by air pushing against 

an object  

Parts which work together in a machine       

A pulling force exerted by the Earth (or 

anything else with mass)       

Forward ‘push’ that acts on an object 

When an object is shaped to reduce friction       

There are four main forces; gravity, upthrust, thrust and 

friction (including air resistance water resistance)     

Forces can cause things to: start to move, change 

direction, change shape, speed up, slow down or stop 

moving       

Forces can be applied in three ways; push, pull and twist. 

Sometimes they work together e.g. twist and push  

Most forces need contact between objects but magnets 

can work at a distance. 

Weight is how strongly gravity is pulling an object down. It 

is measured in newtons (N) 

Mass is how much matter is in an object. It is measured in 

kilograms (kg)       

  



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


